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The Actors Guild of Parkersburg Presents

Agatha Christie’s Murder
On The Orient Express

Adapted for the stage by Ken Ludwig

Agatha Christic’s Murder On The Orient Express adapted for the stage by Ken Ludwig was

originally staged by McCarter Theater Center, Princeton, NJ Emily Mann, Artistic Director,

Timothy J. Shields, Managing Director. The production subsequently transferred to Hartford
Stage, Harford, CT Darko Tresnjak, Artistic Director, Michael Stotts, Managing Director

“Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Orient Express” is presented by arrangement with
Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc. www.concordtheatricals.com

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings of
this production and distributing recordings or streams in any medium, including
the internet, is strictly prohibited, a violation of the author(s)’s rights and actionable
under United States copyright law. For more information, please visit: htps://
concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists

THIS PROGRAM IS PRESENTED WITH FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM
The West Virginia Division of Culture and History
and the National Endowment for the Arts
WITH APPROVAL FROM
f(.\)\ The WV Commission on the Arts E\
a ADDITIONAL FUNDING PROVIDED BY (J
The Ross Foundation + Artsbridge
The Parkersburg Area Community Foundation
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:
b VIRGINIA
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A>é$44 Culture and History artsbridgeonline.org
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Every great performance
features a great

starring role.

Since 1977, Family Carpet has stolen the show with products that reflect
style, selection and value. With an experienced sales team and national
buying resources, Family Carpet is the area’s premier flooring source for
traditional, soft carpet and resilient wood floors to modern alternatives like
luxury vinyl tile. All backed by professional installation and dependable
value. So whether you're looking for a new high-performance floor or that
perfect area rug, let us show you how every day, can be a family day.

tzrmilycarpet

Make every day a family day.

CARPET « HARDWOOD « LUXURY VINYL « AREA RUGS

2328 WILLIAMS HWY | 501 DIVISION ST | FAMILYCARPETWV.COM Ef]

SYNOPSIS & SCENES

Board the exotic and mysterious Orient Express as the luxurious passenger train takes
off into the opulence and grandeur of the 1930s, traveling from Istanbul to Western
Europe before it is stopped in its tracks...with a murder! A tycoon lies dead in a com-
partment, stabbed a dozen times, with the door locked from the inside. A train full of
suspects, each with a motive and an alibi. It’s the perfect mystery for Agatha Christie’s
beloved detective Hercule Poirot as his vacation is interrupted and he battles the clock
to figure out “whodunit” before the murderer strikes again.

Setting: The principal action of the play takes place aboard the Orient Express as it trav-
els from Istanbul to Western Europe. Time: 1934

ActI: Mid-day to morning ~ ActIl: Morning to mid-day

Wal-Bon - Napoli’'s « Obermeyer’s Florist
Wood County Society * William D. Roberts
Parkersburg South High School Thespians * Justin Raber

American Federation
of Teachers, AFL-CIO

Supporting the Arts
in our Schools and in
our Community

A Union of Professionals

.......................................................................................

Curtis Miller
INSURANTZCE
“THE INSURANCE AGENCY
CURTIS P.
THAT CARES ABOUT YOU MILLER

encova  PROGRESSIVE — s

rty Mutual Company

304-485-6431 | www.curtismillerins.com



LEAVITT

IS DELIGHTED TO SPONSOR

ALEAVITT
| O

FUNERAL SERVICES
and CREMATORY

Trual™ Leapeel” Diguily

The Legacy of Leavitt’s.

LeavittFuneralHome.com- '

HETCULE POITOT e Jor REEVES
MODSICUL BOUC ...eeiiiiiiie e JosH MARTIN
Mary Debenham...........cooooiiiiii JALIYAH TOWNSEND
Hector MacQUEeN..........eeviiieiiiieeiiie e DANNY BAYER
MICREL /WAILET .. SEAN SHOOP
Princess Dragomiroff.............cocooiiiii RACHEL MARTIN
Greta ONISSON. ......ooiiiiiec e MEGAN NEWBANKS
Countess ANATEYNI.......cc.oocveviiiiiiiiiiecccc e VAaNESSA RAKE
Helen Hubbard..............ooooiiiiiiieeeeeee Lort VENABLE CLARK
ColoNEl ArDUTNOT ..o JAY RABER
Samuel RATChETt......cvvveeeie e Bos HoLLAND
Litte Girl .ovveieeiiiieieecee e GEORGIA MARTIN
STAFF & CREW

DIFCCTOT ..t DIXIE SHOWALTER
ASSISEANE DITECIOTS ....vvvveeeiiiiie e et Pam Piccott, NicoLE RABER
Production ASSISTANT ........vvvvveeeieeeeeieieiiieieeeeee e eeeeeeeree e Nora CORRA
Technical DIreCtor ........oooviiiiiieeee e JouN GRADWOHL
Sound DESIgNer ........ooviviiiiiiiceccecceeeeee WiLLiam D. ROBERTS
Light Designer ......cc.coooiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e SABRINA DYE
Costume Designer ..........cccoviiiiiieniiiiccc e NANCY BLOOMER
Props oo Pam Piccorr
Stage Manager ........ccooeviiiiiiiiii e GRACIE PARKS
Assistant Stage Manager ..........cccooeeviiieiiiieiiieiceseeeeeeee Dayna Cooper
Dialect Coach..........ooovviiiiiiiiiii e Bossy HoLLAND
AAVISOT oo CHARLIE MATTHEWS
Hair and Makeup.......c..ocevvevviiniinincencnnenn. SHAURT MORRISON, MOLLIE BLEAKLEY
Set Construction............eeeevveeeeernveeeeenennen BRENDA GERENDAY, STAFF, GAST, CREW
SCENMIC PAUNIET ..o LEx1 RABER
Backstage Crew ........ HiLary Erviort, RacHeL McCLUNG, Isaac PENNINGTON, BELL BERGUM
Lightboard Operator ...........cc.covevievieiiiiiiiiiiiiiieicieieeeeeeeeeeees SaBriNa DyE
Sound Operators..........cocveeveerveeeueennennneen Patrick ARNOLD , WiLLIaM D. ROBERTS
Projections OPerator............covevuerieiinieninieeceeeee e GRACE MILLER
Follow Spot OPerator............cccoiiiiiiiiniiiiiccccccees GRACE MILLER
BOOKHOIAET........oeeiieeeeeeeeeeee e CONNIE KERNS
Photographers ..o RACHEL MARTIN, PETE MYERS
Playbill Layout and Design ............cccoiviiiiiinieniicicinceeene BrETT MEADE
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QUALITY ITALIAN
since

00 YEARS

7 QUALITY

IN WV CALL IN OH CALL

304.422.1111 740.423.1111
OR VISIT US ONLINE AT NAPOLIS.COM

2022-2023 MEMBERS

To become an Actors Guild member, apply online or via email at
membership@actors-guild.com. Meetings are held on the third

Thursday of every month at 7 pm. * LIFETIME MEMBERS
Melissa Arnold * Jim Full Brett Meade
William Craig Arnold Robert Harris * Greg Merritt
Gary Batten * Abby Hayhurst * Jean Newton
Sherry Braid * Jeanne Hayhurst Jeff Newton

* Linda Buchanan * Carolyn Hollendonner % John Newton

* Kim Clovis % Ruth Ann Huddle Jennifer Parks
Dayna Cooper Jessie Ice David Prather

* Mike Corra Myla Kreinik * Teri Robert

* Nora Corra Reinnie Leavitt * Susan Schuchts

* Susan Courtney Mary Lucas * Dixie Showalter

* Betty Dotson Jane Mancini % Linda Smith

* Mike Dotson Jesse Manwcini Deanna Spring

* Sabrina Dye * Betty Matthews * Marqueta Stephens
Robert Francis * Charlic Matthews Jaliyah Townsend

* Barbara Full Gary Mclntyre Miranda Wilson

Trinity Episcopal Church

430 JULTANA ST. « PARKERSBURG, WV 26101 + 304-422-3362

WEEKEND SERVICES

Saturday - 5:30 pm
Holy Eucharist with Music

Sunday - 8:00 am
Holy Eucharist

Sunday - 10:30 am
Holy Eucharist with Choir

www.trinity-church.org



With a healthy spine,
you're always ready to

TAKE ABOW.

Serving families of the Mid Ohio Valley since 1999

- Featuring the latest Chiropractic technology -
- Emergencies seen promptly «
- Monday through Saturday appointments -

H Family
Chlropmctlc

Dr. Anna E. Hughes
1039 Market St | 304.428.6900
hughesfamilychiro.com

DANNYBAYER (Hector MacQueen) was
last seen in the Actors Guild Productions
of Showt! and Rodgers & Hammerstein's
Cinderella. He has worked on The Show-
boat Becky Thatcher, Lexington Musical
and The deton Opera. He hds performed
at the Kennedy Center, National Theater
and the Grand Ole Opry. He has won sev-
cral Association of Community Theater
(ACT) and Ohio Community Theater As-
sociation (OCTA) awards. Danny teaches
first grade at Jefferson Elementary School.
He shares a home with his 18 year old shih
tzu, Lucy.

LORI VENABLE CLARK (Helen Hub-
bard) is appearing in her roth produc-
tion with the Actors Guild, most recently
as Hold Me Touch Me in 7%e Producers,
Yenta in Fiddler on the Roof, and Sis-
ter Mary Martin-of~Tours in Sészer Act.
Ensemble roles include Mamma Mia!,
Company, The Addams Family, Young
Frankenstein, and g to 5 The Musical. Lori
played guitar in 7om Sawyer, Company,
and Bye Bye Birdje. Others include God-
spell and The King and [ with the Pied
Piper Players. LOI‘] works as release of
information specialist for Ciox Health at
WVU Medicine and as a guitarist at Trin-
ity Episcopal Church.

BOB HOLLAND (Samuel Ratchett/Dia-
lect Coach) is not new to the Guild stage.
Older patrons will remember him with
brown hair, a slimmer waistline, and no
limp! He played Felix in 7%¢ Odd Couplle,
Max in Lend Me a 1enor, Dickinson in
1776, Freddie in NVodses Off, and many oth-
ers. He has directed An Inspector Calls,
Death Trap, The Grandest Canyon, and
Agatha Christie s Black Coffee. Bob works
at Marietta Memorial Hospital and is ac-
tive in the 1gth Street Church of God.

GEORGIA MARTIN (Voice of Little
Girl) was last seen on stage as a skunk in
her spring preschool production at Mt.
Pleasant United Methodist Church. This
fall, Georgia will be a first gTader at Miner-
al Wells Elemcmdry She enjoys gymnas-
tics, swimming, baking cookies, watching
YouTube I&lds and playing video games
on her iPad and Nintendo Switch. Her fa-
vorite video game is Little Nightmares II.
Georgiais the daughter of Josh and Rachel.

JOSH MARTIN (Monsieur Bouc) was
last scen on the Actors Guild stage in the
musical revae Opening Up. Other Guild
appearances: Clue, You're A Good Man,
Charlie Brown, Fiddler, Shrek, Dracula,
Avenue Q, The Full Monty, The Secret
Garden, Alice in Wonderland, 1uesdays
with Morrie, Leading Ladies, The Story
of My Life, RENT, ]l[(m of La Mancha,
It’s the Reel Thing, Big: The Musical, The
Cid War, Seumm/ andMonA} usiness.
Additional Guild Credits: Director — 7%e
Play That Goes Wrong (2023), The 39
Steps, All Shook Up, The Boys Next Door,
irector — Sweeney Todd, Hair-
, 1he Rocky Horror Show.

RACHEL MARTIN (Princess Dragomi-
roff) is making her Actors Guild debut in
Murder on the Orient Express! She also
serves on the marketing committee and
has taken promotional pho[os for several
AGP productions. Rachel operates her
own photography business, Simply Rachel
Photos, and is a nurse education coordi-
nator for Memorial Health System. Rachel
would like to thank the production staff
for this opportunity!

MEGANNEWBANKS (Greta Ohlsson) is
excited to be joining this production for her
first acting role in nearly six years. She has
a bachelor’s degree in theatre from Berea
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THE [ DEITZLER FOUNDATION
IS PROUD TO SPONJSOR THE
UPCOMING PRODUCTION OF

WINIW. DEITZLER.COM

College in Kentucky and a master’s deg

in arts administration and cultural po
from Goldsmiths, University of London in
the United Kingdom. Previous shows with
the Actors Guild include Boeing Boeing
(Assistant Stage Manager), Spamalot (As-
sistant Stage Manager), ¢ 70 5 (Costume
Crew) and Hairspray (Ensemble).

IA\ RABER (Colonel Arbuthnot) pre-
appeared on the Guild stage in
La Cage Aux Folles. He also appeaw(l in

The Death of Dr. Pepper and Funeral of

a Gangster for Consumer Credit Coun-
seling of the MOV’s annual n \

ner theater fundraiser. He is here under
duress and does not think that patrons
read these, but would appwc Le someone
orchestrating a rescue missi

atrical pursuits are thanks to the fc
encouragement of his wife and three chil-
dren, all of whom have been involved in
Guild productions. Jay works at a local law
firm and enjoys boating.

VANESSA RAKE (Countess Andrenyi)
has previously been seen on the AGP stage
in 2020’s streamed Clue: Stay-Ar-Home
Version, so this marks her first show here
with a live audience! She last ared as
Grand Duchess Olga Katrina in You Can 't
Take It Wuh You at the Mid-Ohio Val-
ley Players Theater. Other acting credits
include Gw endolyn Fairfax in T he Im-
portance of Being karnest, Annic/Shelly
in Fvi Dead: lee M

Simms in The Sweer Delilah Swim

and Catherine Sloper in 7%e Heires
assistant directed another Agatha Christie
favorite, And Then There Were None.

JOE REEVES (Hercule Poirot) — Long
ago, Joe worked as a stand-up comic. That
did not lastlong. His real job is senior net-
work analyst ¢ 'U Medicine Camden-
Clark. His current passion is restoring
pinball machines and thinks there’s always
room for another. He proudly serves as
president of the Guild’s Board of Trust-

ees. Joe was previously on stage in 4
Christmas Story, Little Shop of H O170rS,
La Cage Aux Folles, and most recently as
Roger DeBris in 7%e Producers. He re-
ceml} directed the Guild Builders produc-
tion of 7%e Wizard of Oz and is incredibly
thankful for his Guild Builder family.

SEAN SHOOP (Michel the Conductor /
Waiter) is appearing for the first time on
the Actors Guild stage. Some of his fa-
vorite roles include MOVP’s AU My Sons
(Chris Keller) and And Then There Were
None (Phillip Lombard). He most recently
performed at the MOVP in Robin Hood as

/i ]t‘t He wou]d hke to thanl\ his

JALIYAH TOWNSEND (Mary Deben-

ham) is excited to be back on the Guild

stage! In the past she has appeared in
(’0(///1 Blonde: The /

[/mns S/)(//m//()[ S

and 11](1/1 P( 07

0 sened on pl()du(tl(m std” dﬂd

\ an Cartier in AB(A Pla\ er PI()du(ll()ll
of Sister Act. She wc to thank her
family and friends for their continued love
and support.

DIXIE SHOWALTER (Director) has
been actively involved with the Actors
Guild for over thirty s. In that time,
she has directed multiple shows, most

or the Holidays.

5 have included

se, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Driving

sy, pl s others. She has had a lot
ars on the technical crew,

r, and production crew. She

es, currently

s support. In every area of in-

n




volvement here, Dixie has been encour-
aged to learn and have FUN.

PAMELA PIGGOTT (Assistant Direc-
tor/Props) has been active at the Guild
for 17+ years. She has appeared on stage,
worked backstage, and worked in techni-
cal positions for many shows. Most re-
cently she was assistant director for Stowut!
and Halleluyjah Girls, props for Llf, and
costumes for A Few Good Men. Pam is
a Guild board member, serving as VP of
administration and co-chair of props. She
is retired and enjoys spending time with
family, friends, and has her three dogs,
Raven, Roxy, and Daisy. Enjoy the show!

NICOLE RABER (Assistant Director) is
a mother of three, a strong advocate for
families in the MOV, works at a local law
firm, and serves on the board of Consumer
Credit Counseling Services of the MOV.
At the Guild she has assisted with props,
crew, sound, and construction, plus been
stage manager for Wizard of Oz YPE,
Madagascar, JR., The Game’s Afoot! or
Holmes for the Holidays, A Christmas Sto-
ryl The Musical, To Kill a Mockingbird,
Sister Act, and Big Fish. While this is her
first-time assistant directing, she has en-
joyedbeingbossed around by Dixie before.

JOHN GRADWOHL (Technical Director)
served as the technical director for the Guild
from 2003-2005 and again from 2008-
2015. He has appeared on the Guild stage
several times and now tours fairs and festi-
vals throughout the eastern United States
performing as Professor Bubblemaker.

GRACIE PARKS (Stage Manager) is a
sophomore attending WVUP. She has
been involved in theater for nine years.
Gracie plans to finish her degrees in crimi-
nal justice to pursue a career in social
work. She was on stage for many shows
at BMS and recently as Ms. Darbus in
High School Musical, JR. Recently, she
choreographed High School Musical JR.
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for BMS, footloose for PSHS, and more.
Gracie was also on stage at PSHS in 7rap.
This show will not see her on the stage, but
off stage as the stage manager. She wants
to thank everyone for these opportunities.

KEN LUDWIG (Author) has had six
shows on Broadway, seven in London’s
West End, and many of his works have
become a standard part of the American
repertoire. His 28 plays and musicals have
been performed in over 30 countries in
more than 20 languages and are produced
throughout the United States every night
of the year.

Lend Me a Tenor won two Tony Awards
and was called “onc of the classic come-
dies of the 20th century by The Washing-
ton Post. Crazy For Youwas on Broadway
for five years and won the Tony and Olivier
Awards for Best Musical. In addition, he
has won the Edgar Award for Best Mystery
of the Year, two Laurence Olivier Awards,
two Helen Hayes Awards, and the Edwin
Forrest Award for Contributions to the
American Theater. His plays have starred,
among others, Alec Baldwin, Carol Bur-
nett, Tony Shaloub, Joan Collins and Hal
Holbrook.

His stage version of Murder on the Ori-
ent Eapress was written expressly at the
request of the Agatha Christie Estate, and
his latest play, Dear Jack, Dear Louise,
won the 2020 Charles MacArthur Award
for Best New Play of the Year and is op-
tioned for Broadway. His book How To
Teach Your Children Shakespeare, pub-
lished by Penguin Random House, won
the Falstaff Award for Best Shakespeare
Book of the Year, and his essays are pub-
lished in the Yale Review. He is a graduate
of Harvard and Cambridge and is a fre-
quent guest speaker for groups as varied
as The Oxford-Cambridge Society, The
Jane Austen Society of North America,
The Folger Shakespeare Library, and The
Baker Street Irregulars.

THE CAST

GEORGIA JALIYAH JAY
MARTIN TOWNSEND RABER

MEGAN
NEWBANKS

RACHEL ROBERT SEAN
MARTIN HOLLAND SHOOP RAKE

VANESSA

DOWNTOWN PKB
EVENTS

DOWNTOWN
PARKERSBURG ‘-

Learn more at downtownpkb.com



Olll" Z/ZCZIZ/%J to all those who

support the Actors Guild of Parkersburg.

Your contributions make what we do possible.

EXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS

Contributed $3000+

Deitzler Foundation

Hughes Family Chiropractic

Leavitt Funeral Home
Napoli’s Pizza

United Anesthesia Inc.

WVU Medicine Camden Clark

PRODUCERS

Contributed $1500+

Family Carpet

Jan Dils, Attorneys at Law

ANGELS

Contributed $500+

Gregory Merritt
David Warfield

DIRECTORS

Contributed $200+

Ann Beck
Jon & Carlene Cox
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Jim & Barbara Full
Larry & Linda Gerrard
Mary Gevas

Steve & Ann Simonton

PERFORMERS

Contributed $100+

Jim Crews

Lynn Graham-Mowery
Robert & Jane Harris
Mark & Andrea Jackson
Carolyn Matheny

Kathy Reeder

CHERUBS

Contributed to Guild Builders

Ann Beck

Pauline Cline

Marl Gastpm

Mary Gevas

Robert & Jane Harris
Mark & Andrewa Jackson
Kathy Reeder

David & Donna Warfield
Bruce & Pam Wendelken
Yvonne White

SUPPORTERS

Flex or Season Tickets Holders

David & Cheryl Ankrom
Ann Beck

Gregory Boso

Lynn Bradbery
Johnanna Camp

Jerolyn Capasso
Danielle Carpenter
Pauline Cline

Kathleen Cline

William Cole

Nancy Cooper

Mike & Norabelle Corra
Jon & Carlene Cox
Colby Craven

Jim Crews

Larry & Marilyn Croucher
Bonnie Curry

Wendy Curtis

Linda DeMoss

Emily Dunn

Alicia Duranti

Kelly Faires

Molly Floding

Robert Fluharty

Larry & Sharon Gainer
Carolyn Garrity

Mark Gaston

Michael Geringer

Larry & Linda Gerrard
Mary Gevas

Sharon Goodwin

Lynn Graham-Mowery
Mark Hanna

Robert & Jane Harris
Rita Hennen

Lark Higginbotham
Mark & Andrea Jackson
Mary Beth Jeffers
Evelyn Jordan

Tammy Ketchem
Diane LaBarbara
Emily & Mary Larrison
Kathy Leavitt

Priscilla Leavitt
Christine Lowe
Debbie Loy

Frances Manzo

Pat Martin

Susan Merriman

John & Jean Newton
Sharon Neely Niday
Carolyn Oakes

Leone Ohnoutka
Mary Ann Osborne
Carol Ours

Carl Overmiller

Samantha Pattantyus
Chett Pritchett

Kathy Reeder

Bruce & Lynda Rogers
Ed & Krista Rogers
Kay Rowan

Scotty Ruble

David & Janet Sams
Abby Sanders

Steve & Ann Simonton
E.K. Sleeth

Judy Smith

Jeremy Stahl

Carolyn Stanley
Delores Steege

Alyssa Mennillo
Beverly Swisher
Barbara Talbott
Richard Taylor

Judy Terrell

Mary Thomas

Wayne Waldeck
David Warfield

Patsy Wells

Bruce & Pam Wendelken
George Wescott
Joberta White

Yvonne White
Cynthia Jayne Whitow
Madaline Wilby

Terry Winnell

DONOR INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AS OF 9/1/22. PLEASE REPORT ERRORS OR
OMISSIONS TO THE OFFICE AT 304-485-9322 OR OFFICE@ACTORS-GUILD.COM.
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Donate furniture, appliances and

- - - y - -
b u I Id I n g S u p p I I es- We I I p Ic k It u p ! n Salzburg, Austria, just before World War II, a problematic postulant nun,

. Maria, is sent from her abbey to be governess to the seven children of a wid-
S U p pO I't th e StO e th at b ul | d S h omes an d h 0 p e. ower, Navy Captain Georgvon Trapp. Maria falls inlove with the childrenand

eventually the Captain. After they marry, he is ordered to accept a commis-
sion forthe German navy. Theydeviseaplanto flee Austriaand the Nazis with their
children. Along the way they sing such familiar songs as “Do-Re-Mi”, “My Favor-

R e St r r e@ ite Things”, “Edelweiss”, “Climb Ev’ry Mountain™ and “The Sound of Music”

Open To The Public Wed - Sat, 9:00-4:00

:-fﬁ- Habitat

for Humanity®

600 16th St | Vienna, WV 26105
(304) 422.4828 | www.habitatmov.com/restore

SHOP. DONATE. VOLUNTEER.

HERE FOR YOU
IN ALL YOUR

BIG
MOMENTS.

YWYWVUMedicine

CAMDEN CLARK
MEDICAL CENTER

TO LEARN MORE VISIT: N ov 1 8 - D Ec 4

WVUMEDICINE.ORG/CAMDEN-CLARK
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS AT 8PM + SUNDAY AT 2:30PM OR 6PM

2 S e’ A A



United Anesthesia Inc. is
proud to support the Actors
Guild of Parkersburg and

their production of

Providing
Anesthesiology
Services Since 1976

3211 DUDLEY AVENUE « PARKERSBURG, WV 26104 - 304-422-3904



